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Art Unit: 3651 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claims 1 and 25 contain the limitation of the 
movable stops can be moved across which was not found in the specification. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/20/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that Aidlin does not teach movable stops across the 
adjustment pathway, but Aidlin teaches the piston is located within the block for axial 
movement with respect thereto. The bore extents through the block with its axis in 
alignment with the axis of the rod and piston. The rod extends through an aperture 52 in 
the end of the block adjacent to the support means and rails. (C5 L15-19) The axial 
movement being across the adjustment pathway. Applicant points out that Aidlin 
teaches a system capable of handling four different size bottles, which in turn means 
that the stops are movable across the pathway (in the movement of the stops) to preset 
positions, it doesn't matter if a fifth can be accommodated because the Applicant claims 
a plurality of movable not a specific number. Therefore the rejection of claims 1-23 and 
25-54 stand rejected. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5-9,11-16,18-22,25-30,32,33,35-40,42-44,46,48,50-53 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Aidlin U.S. Patent No. 5,542,789. 
Claims 1 ,2, and 25, Aidlin teaches at least one guide railing (42) which is adjustable 
across a direction of conveyance and is operable by at least one actuator drive (60), 
and a plurality of movable stops (48) that are optionally introducible at one or more 
preset positions across one or more adjustment pathways of the guide railing (42) to 
and delimit the at least one guide railing (42) and define various railing positions (C4 
L60-61). 

Claims 3,4,26, and 27, Aidlin teaches the stops (48) can be moved into the preset 
positions (Fig. 7-10) by one manually control means, or a combination thereof (between 
open and closed positions). 

Claims 5,29,43, and 46, Aidlin teaches assigned to the linear drive comprises a stop 
mount attached to the cylinder element of the pneumatic cylinder in the axial direction 
(C2 L15-17). 

Claims 6 and 30, Aidlin teaches the opposing stop has at least two stop faces (Fig. 7- 
10) facing away from one another as based on the adjustment pathways (C1 L46-48). 
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Claims 7,8,9, and 32, Aidlin teaches the preset positions (Fig. 7-10) are designed in the 
form of recesses and are designed in the form of multiple bores in the stop mount (A) 
set along the adjustment pathways in the axial direction (Fig. 1). 
Claims 1 1 ,28, and 35, Aidlin teaches the stops (48) are designed as pneumatic 
cylinders that can be operated by control means. 

Claims 12,13, and 33, Aidlin teaches the stops (48) can be screwed into threaded bores 

(50,62) in the stop mount has an axial bore aligned with the cylinder body (60). 

Claim, 14,36, and 38, Aidlin teaches bore (50) is arranged coaxially with the piston rod 

(46) and the piston rod passes at least partially through the bore. 

Claims 15,37, and 40, Aidlin teaches the inside diameter of the bore (50) is greater than 

the outside diameter of the piston rod (46), thus forming an annular space (Fig. 1) (C5 

L1 3-1 5 essentially equal so can be interpreted to be greater or equal). 

Claims 16,39, and 51 , Aidlin teaches the bores (50,62) for accommodating the stops 

(48) are assigned to the annular space so that the stops (48) pass through the annular 

space approximately at a right angle to the its longitudinal extent of the annular space 

when in an engaged or working position. 

Claims 18,19, and 42, Aidlin teaches the opposing stop is attached to the piston rod 
(46) and is guided in the interior of the stop mount. 

Claim 20, Aidlin teaches the adjustable guide railings (42) are arranged so they run 
opposite one another in pairs and parallel to the direction of conveyance conveyor with 
a distance between the pairs them (Fig. 1). 
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Claims 21,22, and 50, Aidlin teaches the products (12) to be transported, have a collar 
(20) by means of which they are transported suspended on two parallel sliding rails (26) 
which run with a distance there between and are conveyed as suspended items 
beneath an air guide box (36). 

Claim 44, Aidlin teaches the guide railing (42) is operable so that it is adjustable in 
height by at least one actuator drive (60) longitudinally to the vertical axis of the 
products being conveyed, with stops (48) which may optionally be arranged in the 
adjustment path at multiple preset positions (Fig. 7-10) and delineate said path on the 
vertical adjustment path of the guide railing (42) or the at least one actuator drive (60) 
and thereby define various railing positions (Fig. 1). 

Claims 48 and 52, Aidlin teaches the four of the multiple bores in the stop mount 
comprises at least two rows with an arrangement of bores (50,62) offset in the axial 
direction of the stop mount (C5 L25-28). 

Claim 53, Aildin teaches the stops (48) are designed as pins (Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 10,17,34,41,47, and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Aildin U.S. Patent No. 5,542,789 in view of Leonard U.S. Patent No. 
6,305,528. 

Claims 10,17,34,41,47, and 49, Aildin teaches the stops (48), but not as Leonard 
teaches are designed as one of form-fitting screw or screw elements (102,104). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use form-fitting screws as taught by Leonard into the invention of Aildin in order to 
securely fasten the stop to the article. 

Claims 31,45,53, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Aildin U.S. Patent No. 5,542,789 in view of Ouellette U.S. Patent No. 6,318,935. 
Claims 31,45, and 54, Ailden teaches preset positions (Fig. 7-10) are assigned to the 
linear drive and formed as a stop mount attached to the cylinder element of the 
pneumatic cylinder (60) in the axial direction the linear drive, but does not teach as 
Ouellette is a double-acting pneumatic cylinder (1 22) having a cylinder element which 
has a cylinder body (122) and a piston rod (124) (C8 L39-42). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to a double-acting 
cylinder as taught by Ouellette into the invention of Aildin in order to have extra control 
over the stop and securely fasten the article in the cylinder. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Kavel P. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2362. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



KPS 



/Gene Crawford/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3651 



